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TAGS: ETELEAIDLEIR 

SUBJ: REBUILDING LEBANON'S TELEPHONE SYSTEM 

REE: TEHRAN 5133 

1 . MINISTER OF PTT RAPHAEL REEERRED REF MATTER TO HIS NEW 
DIRECTOR GENERAL, REMI CHAMI, WHO WAS INFORMED BY EMBASSY OF 
POSSIBLE VISIT TO LEBANON BY ABII REPRESENTATIVE RICKMAN. DG 
APPRECIATES RICKMAN'S INTEREST BUT REGRETS THAT AT PRESENT 
VISIT DOES NOT EIT IN WITH GOL PLANS. 

2. CHAMI SAID PTT IS NOW USING THE SERVICES OF CANADA BELL 
INTERNATIONAL INC., WHICH WERE ARRANGED THROUGH UNITED 
NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (UNDP) AND THE NATIONAL TELE- 
COMMUNICATIONS UNION. 

3. COMMENT: DESPITE COMMENTS CHAMI, RICKMAN MIGHT WISH TO COME 
TO BEIRUT ANYHOW SINCE GOL PLACES GREAT IMPORTANCE ON TELE- 
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM. EMBASSY WILL TRY MAKE APPOINTMENT WITH 
PTT MINISTER RAPHAEL ONCE RICKMAN IN BEIRUT. EMBASSY 
RECOGNIZES RICKMAN WOULD BE TAKING RISK THAT TRIP WOULD NOT 

BE WORTHWHILE, BUT BELIEVE IT WORTH TRYING. PLEASE ADVISE 
WHETHER RICKMAN COMING. 
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